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THE RADIATION SAFETY AND NUCLEAR SECURITY ACT

Regulations made by the Minister under section 43 of
the Radiation Safety and Nuclear Security Act

1. These regulations may be cited as the Radiation Safety and Nuclear Security (Decommissioning of Radiation Facilities, and Management of Radioactive Waste and Disused Sealed Sources) Regulations 2026.

2. In these regulations –

“Act” means the Radiation Safety and Nuclear Security Act;

“activity” means the quantity for an amount of radionuclide in a given energy state at a given time, the unit of activity being the becquerel (Bq);

“characterisation” means the systematic process of identifying, determining and documenting the physical, chemical, and radiological properties of radioactive material, including sealed sources and radioactive waste, to ensure its correct classification and to support its safe handling, processing, transport, storage or disposal; 

“decommissioning” means administrative and technical actions taken to allow the removal of some or all of the regulatory controls from a facility.

“decommissioning actions” means all activities-both technical and administrative (procedures, process, work activities)-carried out following the shutdown of a facility, in order to reach a predetermined end state to be considered for release of a facility or any part thereof.

“decommissioning report” means a document submitted after completion of decommissioning that provides evidence and verification that the facility or any part thereof has been decommissioned as per the approved final decommissioning plan, including the results of final surveys, radiological measurements, waste management records, and confirmation that the site meets the criteria for release from regulatory control.

“discharge” means planned and controlled release of radioactive material to the environment;

“emergency plan” means a pre-established structured set of procedures, responsibilities and resources designed to prepare for, respond to and recover from radiological emergency;

“end state” means state of a facility after the completion of decommissioning actions, leading to radiological and physical conditions that allow release of the facility or any part thereof; 
“final decommissioning plan” means a comprehensive and detailed document that specifies the decommissioning strategy, actions, schedules, safety measures, and waste management arrangements to be implemented when a facility is permanently shut down, and demonstrates that decommissioning can be safely carried out;

“graded approach” means a process or method in which the stringency of the safety and security measures to be applied for the conduct of a practice is commensurate, to the extent practicable, with the risks associated to the practice;

“initial decommissioning plan” means a preliminary document that outlines the intended decommissioning strategy and actions, and resources for the future decommissioning of a facility, and demonstrate that the facility can be safely decommissioned at the end of its operating life; 

“management system” means a set of interrelated or interacting elements that establish policies and objectives and enable the objectives to be achieved in a safe, efficient and effective manner, and it integrates safety, health, security, quality, economic and environmental considerations;

“permanent shutdown” means the state of a facility or any part of a facility at which its intended operation has ceased and will not be recommenced.

“protection and safety” means the protection of people against exposure to radiation or exposure due to radioactive material and the safety of sources, including the means for achieving such protection, and the means for preventing accidents and for mitigating the consequences of accidents if they do occur;

“public exposure” means the exposure incurred by members of the public due to sources in planned exposure situations, emergency exposure situations and existing exposure situations, excluding any occupational exposure or medical exposure; 

“radioactive waste management plan” means a documented set of policies, responsibilities, and procedures that describes how a facility will generate, characterise, segregate, treat, store, transport, and dispose of radioactive waste in a manner that ensures the protection of workers, the public, and the environment;

“radioactive waste management facility” means a facility licensed by the Authority for the handling, storage, or processing of radioactive waste disused sealed sources, or both;

“ radionuclide”  means an atom with an unstable nucleus that undergoes radioactive decay, emitting ionizing radiation to reach a more stable state;

“release” means the removal from regulatory control;



“segregation” means an activity where types of waste or material (radioactive or exempt) are separated or are kept separate on the basis of radiological, chemical and/or physical properties, to facilitate waste handling and/or processing;


Application for Authorisation
3. [bookmark: _Hlk213881442](a) Pursuant to section 16(3) of the Act, any person applying for a licence to conduct a practice involving the use of radioactive material shall submit an decommissioning plan and radioactive waste management plan as the Authority may determine.
(b) An decommissioning plan shall, where applicable, include –
(i) a general description of the facility, including key structures, systems and components;
(ii) the proposed decommissioning strategy (*options) and intended end state of the facility;
(iii) preliminary identification of radiological hazards and areas likely to require decontamination;
(iv) an outline of expected radioactive waste types and anticipated disposal pathways;
(v) highlighting the design features incorporated in the facility to facilitate future decommissioning;
(vi) a description of arrangements for financial provisions to cover decommissioning;
(vii) arrangements for periodic review and updating of the plan.

(c) A radioactive waste management plan shall, where applicable, include  –
(i) description of any radioactive waste or disused sealed source that may be generated from the practice;
(ii) details of the arrangements made for the effective management of radioactive waste and disused sealed sources;
(iii) measures to be implemented for ensuring safety and security in the management of radioactive waste and disused sealed sources; 
(iv) information to demonstrate how the requirements of section 32(1) of the Act are met in the management of radioactive waste and disused sealed sources; and
(d) The decommissioning plan and the radioactive waste management plan shall be developed and maintained in such form and manner as the Authority may determine.
Management System
4. Every licensee authorised to conduct a practice involving the use of radioactive material shall, by applying a graded approach, establish, implement, and maintain a management system for all steps of the management of radioactive waste that includes:
(a) Operating procedures for predisposal management; 
(b) Maintenance of records for predisposal management; 
(c) Reports for predisposal management;
(d) Operating procedures for disposal; 
(e) Maintenance of records for disposal; 
(f) Reports for disposal;

5. The licensee authorised to generate radioactive waste shall implement measures to minimise, to the extent practicable, the volume and radioactivity content of the waste generated.
6. The licensee authorised to manage any radioactive waste or disused sealed source shall establish and maintain adequate financial arrangements, as the Authority may determine, to ensure their safe management;
7. The licensee authorised to manage any radioactive waste shall, where applicable -
(a) characterise the radioactive waste;
(b) classify the radiation waste as per the First Schedule; and
(c) maintain complete and accurate records regarding the characterisation, classification, and segregation of the radioactive waste;
8. The licensee authorised to manage any disused sealed source shall, where applicable -
(a) characterise the disused sealed source;
(b) categorise the disused sealed source as per Second Schedule; and
(c) maintain a complete and accurate records regarding the characterization and categorization of the disused sealed source.
9. No licensee shall transfer radioactive waste or a disused sealed source to any other person without the prior authorisation from the Authority.
10. Every licensee who owns a sealed source shall notify the Authority, within 30 days, once the source becomes a disused sealed source.
11. Following the notification made under regulation 10, the licensee may apply to the Authority, within 30 days from the date of notification, for clearance of the disused sealed source, should the source reach the clearance level specified in Third schedule, not later than 2 years from the date of the said notification. 
12. An application submitted to the Authority under regulation 11 shall be determined within 15 days.
13. (a) In case an application under regulation 11 is not submitted within the delay of 30 days or is rejected by the Authority, the licensee shall, within 1 year from the date of the notification made under regulation 10, and subject to prior authorisation of the Authority, cause the disused sealed source to -
(i) be exported for return to its supplier;
(ii) be exported to any person for reuse, recycling or disposal; or
(iii) be transferred to a radioactive waste management facility; 
       on such terms and conditions as may be imposed by the Authority.
(b) An application made under paragraph (a) for an authorisation from the Authority for the export or transfer of the disused sealed source shall be submitted to the Authority within 180 days from the date of notification under regulation 10 in a form and manner as the Authority may determine. 
(c) No authorisation for the transfer of a disused sealed source of category 1, 2 or 3 to a radioactive waste management facility be granted under paragraph (a)(iii) unless the Authority is satisfied that licensee has demonstrated that exportation of the source was not practicably achievable.
14. The licensee shall ensure that any radioactive waste or disused sealed source is stored in an optimum safety and security conditions in a way that it can be safely inspected, monitored, retrieved and preserved in a condition suitable for its subsequent management, taking into consideration its characteristics and associated hazards and the anticipated period of storage, pending its clearance, export or transfer.

15. The licensee authorised to operate a radioactive waste management facility shall –
(a) establish and maintain written acceptance criteria, with due consideration to –
(i) the design, safety, and operational limits of the facility; and
(ii) the radiological, mechanical, physical, chemical and biological characteristic of both packaged and unpackaged radioactive waste or disused sealed source intended for procession or storage at the facility; and 
(b) ensure that only radioactive waste or a disused sealed source that meets the acceptance criteria, as approved by the Authority, is accepted for transfer to the facility.

Decommissioning
16. (a) No licensee shall commence any decommissioning action unless prior authorisation of the Authority has been obtained;
(b)An application for an authorisation under paragraph (a) for decommissioning shall be made to the Authority in such form and manner as it may determine, and be accompanied by a final decommissioning plan.
(c) A final decommissioning plan shall, where applicable, include: 
(i) The selected decommissioning strategy; 
(ii) The schedule, type and sequence of decommissioning actions; 
(iii) The waste management strategy applied, including clearance, the proposed end state and how the licensee will demonstrate that the end state criteria have been met; 
(iv) The storage and disposal of the waste from decommissioning; 
(v) The timeframe for decommissioning; 
(vi) Financing for the completion of decommissioning; 
(vii) The end state.

17. The licensee shall notify the Authority within 15 days from the date of the permanent shutdown of a facility or any part thereof. 

18. Following notification of the permanent shutdown of a facility or any part thereof, the licensee shall make an application for the decommissioining of the a facility or any part thereof, within such time frame as the Authority may determine.

19. The licensee shall ensure that the facility is maintained in a safe configuration between the permanent shutdown and decommissioning.

20. The licensee authorised to conduct decommissioning shall maintain records and ensure traceability of all radioactive waste generated during decommissioning.
 
21. (a)The licensee shall on the completion of decommissioning actions submit an application to the Authority for the release of the facility or any part thereof.
(b) The application made under paragraph (a) shall be accompanied by a decommissioning report to demonstrate that the end state of the facility as specified in the decommissioning plan has been reached.
22. The licensee shall ensure that protection and safety are optimized and the protection of the environment is ensured during decommissioning.

23. Pursuant to section 31(1)(a) of the Act, the licensee shall, where applicable, include in its emergency response plan, the protection and remedial actions to be implemented for any foreseeable incident that may occur during decommissioning.

24. Clearance of a radioactive material, other than a disused sealed source, shall be subject to the clearance levels set out in the Third Schedule or such other limits or condition as the Authority may determine.

25. The licensee shall – 

(a) comply with the clearance levels set out in the Third Schedule;

(b) keep a record of the clearance levels which he has complied with;

(c) maintain an appropriate management system for every activity related to clearance; and

(d) remove any radiation marking or warning sign from material that has been subject to clearance.

26. Any person applying for an authorisation for any discharge of radioactive material shall, where applicable –

(a) determine the characteristics and activity of the material to be discharged, and the possible points and methods of discharge; 
(b) determine all significant exposure pathways by which discharged radionuclides could give rise to exposure of members of the public; 
(c) assess the doses that may be received by a person due to the planned discharges;
(d) consider the radiological and environmental impacts due to the planned discharges; and
(e) submit to the Authority the findings of (a) to (d) above as an input for the Authority to establish the authorised limits on discharges and conditions for their implementation.

27. The licensee shall ensure that all operational limits and conditions relating to discharges, including authorised limits on discharges as approved by the Authority, are met.

28. The licensee shall –

(a) establish a monitoring programme for discharges;
(b) ensure that the results from the monitoring are recorded and are made available to the Authority as and when required;
(c) obtain the prior authorisation of the Authority for any modification of the discharge control measures that may need to be implemented due to any change in exposure pathways or in the characteristics of the representative person that could affect the assessment of doses due to the discharges;
(d) report promptly to the Authority any levels exceeding the operational limits and conditions relating to public exposure, including authorised limits on discharges; and 
(e) report promptly to the Authority any significant increase in dose rate or concentrations of radionuclides in the environment that could be attributed to the authorised practice,


29. The licensee shall develop and maintain a suitable and comprehensive recording system that provides for – 

(a)	an up to date inventory of all disused sealed sources;

(b)	full traceability and an up to date inventory of all radioactive waste, including their relevant characteristics;

(c)	information on any discharge;

(d)	information on any radioactive material which has been subject to clearance; and

(e)	the results of the radiation monitoring programme.

30. The licensee shall ensure that all records are made available to this Authority as may be required.

31. These regulations shall come into operation on ………………… 2026.



Made by the Minister on ...................... 2026.



_______________









FIRST SCHEDULE 
Regulation7b

CLASSIFICATION OF RADIOACTIVE WASTE

1. Exempt Waste (EW): 
Waste that meets the criteria for clearance, exemption or exclusion from regulatory control for radiation protection purposes.

2. Very Short-Lived Waste (VSLW)
Waste that can be stored for decay over a limited period up to a few years and subsequently cleared from regulatory control for uncontrolled disposal, use or discharge. This class includes waste containing primarily radionuclides with very short half-lives, often used for research and medical purposes.

3. Very Low-Level Waste (VLLW)
Waste that does not need a high level of containment and isolation and, therefore, is suitable for disposal in near-surface landfill-type facilities with limited regulatory control.

4. Low Level Waste (LLW)
Waste above clearance levels, but with limited amounts of long-lived radionuclides. Such waste is suitable for disposal in engineered near-surface facilities. LLW may include short-lived radionuclides at higher levels of activity concentration, and also long-lived radionuclides, but only at relatively low levels of activity concentration.

5. Intermediate Level Waste (ILW) 
Waste which contains long-lived radionuclides and requires a greater degree of containment and isolation than that provided by the near-surface disposal. Therefore, this waste requires disposal at greater depths of the order of tens of metres to a few hundred metres.

6. High level waste (HLW)
Waste which is produced by nuclear reactors and nuclear weapons processing.  It contains fission products in form of spent nuclear fuel and transuranic elements generated in the reactor core. It is highly radioactive and often thermally hot, hence requires very deep disposal in stable geological formations several hundred metres below the earth's surface.








SECOND SCHEDULE

Regulations 8b

CATEGORISATION OF DISUSED SEALED SOURCES

	CATEGORY OF DISUSED SEALED SOURCE
	ACTIVITY RATIOA
A/D

	1
	A/D ≥ 1000

	2
	1000 > A/D≥10

	3
	10>A/D≥1

	4
	1>A/D≥0.01

	5
	0.01>A/D≥ EXEMPT  /D



A: This column can be used to determine the category of a source, based purely on A/D. This may be appropriate if, for example: the practice is not known or is not listed; sources have a short half-life and/or are unsealed; or sources are aggregated 
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THIRD SCHEDULE

Regulation 11

CLEARANCE LIMITS 


	RADIONUCLIDE

	ACTIVITY CONCENTRATION
(Bq/g)


	H-3

	100

	F-18

	10

	P-32

	1000

	P-33

	1000

	Co-57

	1

	Co-60

	0.1

	Sr-90

	1

	Tc-99m

	100

	I-125

	100

	I-131

	10

	Cs-137
	0.1


_______________
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3.3.3.  Aggregation of sources

If a practice involves the aggregation of sources into a single storage or use location where
sources are in close proximity, such as in storage facilities, manufacturing processes, or
transport conveyance, the total activity can be treated as one source for the purposes of
assigning a category. Therefore, the summed activity of the radionuclide can be divided by
the appropriate D value, and the calculated A/D ratio compared to the A/D ratios given in the
right-hand column of Table 1, thus allowing a category, based on activity, to be allocated to
the practice. If sources with several radionuclides are aggregated, then the sum of the A/D
ratios can be used to determine the category in accordance with the formula:

where:

A; ,= activity of each individual source i of radionuclide n.
D, =D value for radionuclide n.

In each case it should be recognized that other factors may need to be taken into consideration
in assigning a category. Furthermore, when considering the accumulation of sources it is
important to recognize that the practice may change, e.g. the ‘manufacture’ of a level gauge is
a different practice from the ‘use” of such a gauge.




